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1311 Diamond Street, Akron, Pennsylvania 17501 March 2010 
 

VISION FOR AMC 

Akron Mennonite Church will be fully engaged in God's 
mission in a broken world as we are called, equipped and sent 
by the Holy Spirit to follow Christ in life.  Shaped by the gifts 
and vision of our members, we will keep Christ and church at 
the center of our lives as we reach out to neighbors near and 
far and witness to the world around us through an 
Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of faith. 
 

Worship Notes 
By 

Jim S. Amstutz 
 
He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-
teacher to train Christ's followers in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ's body, the church, until we're all 
moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and 
graceful in response to God's Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully alive like Christ. 
  -Ephesians 4:11-13 (The Message) 
 
I’ll never forget the day Jerry Horst and I stood on the 
other side of Main Street looking at our old house, built 
with second-hand materials in 1846.  I was thinking out 
loud with him about the unused and falling down 
chimney on one side of the roof.  He was working up an 
estimate to repair the wrap-around front porch, and 
what style we were wanting. “There is a difference” 
Jerry said, “between restoration and renovation.”   
 
Historic homes like Wheatland Mansion in Lancaster 
City is restored to its original style and function, using 
authentic materials to reclaim the look of that time 
period.  Renovating an older home like ours means you 
can incorporate newer building materials like energy 
efficient replacement windows, but retain the character 
of the house. 
 
Building on the excellent research and deep listening of 
the Financial Priorities Task Force, Congregational 
Council took some assertive steps forward to help us 
renovate the culture of Akron Mennonite Church.  The 
intent is not to restore AMC to its original form and 
function—this is about building on the firm foundation 
of what is here and incorporating new building  
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materials while retaining the original character of this 
congregation. 
 
As the consultants from the Samaritan Counseling 
Center (Jim Hanna, Linda Crockett, and Gerald Ressler) 
pointed out in their report, “No new staffing 
configuration will be successful unless the culture of the 
congregation is willing to change.” 
 
What they mean by cultural change is a shift in our 
underlying assumptions, our thinking, and our actions 
in two important areas:  inviting new people to church, 
and being intentional about identifying, affirming, and 
using our gifts of the Spirit. 
 
If we assume that a new Family Life Minister will recruit 
new families, we are setting ourselves (and that new 
pastor!) up for failure.  For 50 years AMC has enjoyed a 
relatively steady stream of visitors related to one of the 
agencies in town (MCC, MDS, Ten Thousand Villages) 
or because they heard AMC was a young, “cutting-
edge” congregation. 
 
Last summer we managed to invite 50 children who 
were friends, neighbors, relatives, or DSECC students to 
Market Place AD.  There was an excitement and urgency 
that what we were doing was good for children outside 
of AMC.  The scary part is, we need to be doing that all year 
long because we believe AMC has something to offer this 
community. 
 
The other challenge is to build on our solid conviction 
that everyone is a minister in this congregation.  That 
affirmation shows up from the very beginning of AMC.  
But as we became more professionalized, busier, and 
comfortable, we lost sight of how God intends the Body 
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of Christ to function.  The key question posed on 
Discernment Sunday is “How do we want to be church 
together for the foreseeable future?” 
 
Jim Smucker, in his excellent sermon in January, pointed 
out that we’ve already created several vehicles to 
harness the passion and gifts of our members: Ministry 
Teams, Discipleship Hour offerings, the Missional 
Challenge Fund.  Now we want to take that to the next 
level to include ministry with children, youth, and 
young families; and pastoral care. 
 
In his book Blue Like Jazz, Donald Miller observes, “In 
America, the first generation out of slavery invented jazz 
music. It is a free-form expression.  It comes from the 
soul, and it is true.” 
 
This is our time to create something new together as a 
congregation. It may feel like a free-form, learn-as-you-
go type of experience. At times we will need to 
improvise in real time.  But I am confident, and 
Congregational Council is convinced, that we can do this 
in partnership with you along with much guidance and 
inspiration from the Holy Spirit.  Let the renovation 
begin, and may it come from the soul and be true. 
 

Connecting with Ginny Lapp 
By June Hershberger 

 

 
 

Ginny Lapp has known her share of tragedy, but her resilient 
spirit shines brightly.  When she was very young, her father 
abandoned the family.  Ginny had three brothers, who all had 
muscular dystrophy and died between the ages of 17 and 2l.  
Her mother died at age 42. Ginny, the oldest, and her sister, 
the youngest, are the family members who remain.   
 
Ginny was born in 1928 and grew up in Ephrata and Akron.  
Ginny’s mother (who was from Holmes County, Ohio) 
supported the family of five children by working at the shoe 
factory in Akron.  Ginny is so thankful for the godly influence of 
her mother. When Ginny was 16 she quit school so she could 
also work at the shoe factory and help support her family.   

She attended 10th grade, her last year of school, at Lancaster 
Mennonite High School. 
    
Her favorite childhood memories include playing “kick the tin 
can” with the neighbor children. Her family lived on Front 
Street in Akron and there were many friends in the 
neighborhood to join in roller skating and sledding.  The 
children would sled all the way down the hill from the “Dutch 
School” (now Akron Nutrition Center) to Rothsville Road. It was 
a long trek back up the hill! 
 
Ginny met her future husband, Mel Lapp, at the infamous roller 
skating rink near Reading, where Mennonite youth enjoyed 
gathering every three weeks for skating parties. Mel was the 
14th child in an Amish family who farmed near Gap. They met 
in the spring of 1948 and got married the following January. 
Ginny was 21. She says,” we moved far too many times in 
those first years, but finally we built a house and settled at 213 
S. 11th street in Akron.” Forty-two years later Ginny stills lives 
there, with her sister, Evie.  
 
Ginny and Mel had three children, Dennis (and Connie who 
attend AMC), Charlene in Lititz, and Dean in State College. 
She has seven grandchildren, one of whom died at age 15. 
Ginny has happy memories of camping with Mel and their 
grandchildren in their RV. She and Mel had hoped to do more 
camping in their retirement, but Mel’s death at age 65 changed 
that. Ginny’s advice to people waiting to do special things until 
retirement is, “don’t put it off. Just do it now.” 
 
Ginny has worked in a school cafeteria; at Dutch Maid: a store 
in Ephrata that made and sold clothing; and at what is now 
Weiser’s Grocery.  Ginny’s hobbies include making baskets 
(she sells her “Baskets from the Heart” at a sale in her home 
each year), gardening, mowing her yard, freezing and canning 
food that she sometimes gives as gifts.  
 
Ginny and Mel were part of the original group that left 
Monterrey Church to start worshipping at the Brownstown Fire 
Hall.  She remembers teaching Sunday School at the fire hall 
and says “we had four classes in the sanctuary. We talk about 
lack of space now, but back then we just made do with what 
we had.” Even though they had to “set up the church” and take 
it all down again after each service, she enjoyed worshipping 
with the small group that met at Brownstown. 
  
Ginny continues to enjoy the house church that she has been 
a part of for many years. AMC as a whole has been a 
wonderful support for Ginny over the years; during Mel’s 
sickness and death and when she had a stroke six years ago.  
Two things Ginny especially loves about AMC are how the 
children are invited to use their musical talents in worship and 
how the church serves the community through the community 
meals, Homes of Hope, and in other ways.  Ginny’s hope is 
that we always remember to serve each other as an 
expression of following Christ. 
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Money That Keeps on Giving 
by Bob Wyble 

 
As you may know some of the $20,000 from the David 
Conner project was used by three churches (Ephrata, 
Indiantown and Blainsport) to build a house for William 
and Mary Doxey in Cameron, Louisiana. When the 
Doxey house was completed, $6000 remained in the 
account from the Conner project. Julie Burleigh (social 
worker in Cameron) informed Steve Martin (Ephrata) 
that a David James family in Cameron needed help to 
renovate their double wide trailer, so the Ephrata group 
decided to give the James family $1000. 
 
Paul Snader, treasurer from Indiantown Mennonite 
informed us that the three churches in the Ephrata area 
decided to take an offering to add to the remaining 
$5000 from the Conner project to give to MDS to build 
another house in Louisiana.  
 
On February 2, 2010, we received an email from Jerry 
Klassen indicating that the Ephrata group had received 
numerous donations and were prepared to write a check 
to MDS for $13,800 to be used as seed money to help 
build another house. The sum of $13,800 includes the 
remaining $5000 from the Conner project. Jerry informed 
us that MDS has a client in Louisiana whose house 
burned to the ground and the client does not have 
enough money to rebuild. We informed Jerry Klassen 
that it would be acceptable to us to use the remaining 
funds from the Conner project, plus the contributions 
from the Ephrata group, as seed money to build a house 
for the client whose house burned down.  
 
This is a beautiful story of money that keeps on giving. 
David Conner could have kept the $20,000 he received 
from the state of Louisiana, but he was happy with the 
house that was built for him so he gave the money to 
Akron church to build a house for another family. Not 
only did that money help build one more house, it helped 
renovate a trailer home, and it encouraged the Ephrata 
group to add to the money to provide seed money to 
build a third house. 
 
God has truly blessed this project that keeps on giving. 
So, this brings to closure the $20,000 that was given to 
Akron Mennonite Church by David Conner to build 
another house.  
 
Thank you and God’s blessing to everyone at Akron 
Mennonite Church who contributed in some way to help 
build David and Vicky Conner a house. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
By  

Mary Jane Crockett 

 
NEWS FROM THE JR. DEPARTMENT  

NURSERY TO GRADE 5 
 
CALENDAR 
March 7 First Sunday - Spring quarter Jr. 

Christian Education classes 
 
March 13 9:00am-10:30am - Jr. Christian Teachers 

Appreciation Breakfast at Oregon 
Dairy Restaurant 

 
March 18   Share-A-Life & Venture Club Work 

night at MRC 6:30-8:00pm 
 
March 26 Venture Club - Open Gym at Haller’s, 
  6:30pm - 8:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S OFFERINGS 
January, February and March 

 
Health and School Kits ! 

Help us collect kits for a MRC service work night on 
Thursday, March 18, 2010!   Join Share-A-Life partners 
and Venture Club children in collecting items for School 
Kits and Health Kits for people in refugee camps. Cloth 
bags and lists are in the foyer. 
 

Penny Power 2010! Enough Food for All! 
You are invited to join the children in collecting coins 
and bills to fill the large jug by April 3 for MCC Penny 
Power 2010.  Thank you to the congregation for giving  
$258 Sunday, February 14th during the children’s 
collection. 
 

NEW JR EDUCATION STUDENT 
Jessica Croxten lives in Rheinholds and is a friend of 
Helena Dueck. She is in 4th grade at Calico Elementary 
School. Jessica came to 2009 AMC Marketplace. We are 
pleased she continues to attend AMC every other week 
with Helena. 
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JR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CURRICULUM 

Gather ‘Round CURRICULUM Spring Quarter 2009 
The Spring quarter our journey continues through the 
Gospel of John with Jesus to the cross and beyond.  It is 
a tough journey, as Jesus reminds the disciples in a 
farewell speech. The disciples will sometimes be treated 
as badly as Jesus was. This is a journey toward a 
community of love where we dwell with God and God 
dwells with us.  Children will hear about the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, the vine and the branches, and the 
commandment to love one another. Explore what it 
means to live steadily and deeply in God as part of 
Christian community, and God dwelling with us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERSONS Interested in TEACHING Children 
This SUMMER or FALL 2010 

 
Anyone interested in teaching or assisting in Jr. 
Christian Education for 1 or 2 Sundays this Summer or 
for a Quarter this fall, please talk to Mary Jane Crockett, 
call church office, or 569-4347 home phone. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
DSECC NEWS 

 

On behalf of the Diamond Street Board, I would like to 

express appreciation to the AMC family for the ongoing 

support for DSECC through your individual 

contributions for scholarships, the Christmas Thank 

Offering and, most recently, the Mission Festival. $500 

was received to be used towards our garden project 

beginning this spring. Below is a portion of a letter that 

June Hershberger, DSECC director, received recently 

from a DSECC parent that further expresses gratitude.  

 

“I finally got a laptop after a long time w/o one and 

looked at the school's website this morning for the first 

time! I love it! Looking at all of your pictures and 

biographies reminded me of how much I appreciate you 

all so much and how I often want to express my thanks 

to the team/family at DSECC and Akron Mennonite 

Church.  The impact this care provides to my son, 

myself and other families is immeasurable. I thank God 

for all of you and this opportunity and support often. 

The scholarship given by the church is hugely 

appreciated & I can't forget to ask you, finally, whom I 

should address a ‘Thank You' card to so that I can 

express thanks to the church. 

  

I would really like to express to your staff how much it 

has blessed us that every time I have communicated 

with a teacher about my son I have been given such 

loving attention and positive feedback.  I appreciate that 

in this setting where a teacher has many children to care 

for and interact with; the children at DSECC are given a 

great amount of individual attention and affirmation!”  

 

I, too, can echo this gratitude as a DSECC parent. I truly 

value the support that AMC gives to DSECC and the 

care that support translates into for our family and 

others.   

- Charity Shenk 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

Children’s Summer VBS program at AMC 
Peace Camp 

June 20-23, 6:30-8PM 
Grades K-5 

 

 
 

More information coming soon… 
 

We need persons who are willing to: 
Lead groups of children through evening activities 

Lead recreation time 
Lead music 

Prepare and serve snack 
Organize and lead art projects 

Tell stories 
Help in any of the above areas 

 
Please contact one of the committee  

members with your interest! 
 

Committee members: AMC – Grace Weber, Flo 
Harnish, HA Penner, John Stoner, Sally Wise; 

Pilgrims – Barb Schrag & Julie Aeschliman 
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Bluffton University’s Music Ministry  
Bluffton University’s Music Ministry 

Team to Lead Worship 

 
The Bluffton University music ministry team Shining 
Through  will be touring through North Carolina, Virginia 
and Pennsylvania from March 5 to March 14, sharing 
worship with several congregations and church-related 
organizations. They will share their program at Akron 
Mennonite Church, March 11 at 7:00 p.m. as an evening 
worship service. 
 
The 20-member group is led by Stephen ‘Tig” Intagliata, 
campus pastor at Bluffton. Dr. Crystal Sellers, assistant 
professor of music, provides training and rehearsal 
support. The ministry team will sing a variety of music 
under the theme of “Hope for the Journey,” based on 
Luke 24:13-32. Audience members are invited to 
participate in many of the numbers. 
 
Musical selections will include: “In Christ Alone” by Keith 
Getty and Stuard Townsend; “Just a closer walk with 
thee,” a traditional folk song; “My Redeemer Lives” by 
Reuben Morgan; and “When we walk with the Lord” by 
John Sammis and Daniel Towner. 
 
Housing will be needed for the ministry team and 
accompanying adults Thursday night. If you are able to 
provide a place to sleep for the night and breakfast for 
the morning, communicate your willingness to Patricia 
Martin or Janet Weber. You may sign the sheet on the 
bulletin board, call the church office or talk in person to 
Pat or Janet. 

 
DINNER WITH FRIENDS 

 
You are invited to enjoy an evening with Akron 
Mennonite Church friends on Saturday, March 27, 
2010, sponsored by the Congregational Life 

Committee to foster friendships within the 
congregation.  As you may remember from previous 
years, you may participate either as a “guest” or a 
“host”.  We would love to see everyone involved in 
this informal activity----families with children, 
singles, couples, young and old alike!  Look for 
invitations in your mailbox in the next few weeks! 

 

FOR RENT 

 
A two bedroom historic house is available for immediate 
rental.  Modern kitchen, garage parking, new windows, 
country setting, with gardening, multiple water birds for 
viewing, great neighbors, easy access to groceries.  Call 
Dave or Flo at 733-1700 or 733-3410 for more information 
or to see the property.  – Dave & Flo Harnish 

 
NEWS FROM HONDURAS 

Andres & Amy Zorrilla 
Well friends, we are jealous of all you in "el norte" who 
 are full of snow.  We wish we were there playing in it.  
 And we imagine that some of you wish you were in the 
 tropical San Pedro heat.  It was a famous philosopher 
 (was it Aristotle, or the Rolling Stones?) that said  
"you can't always get what you want... you get what you  
get."    

  
Here is an update of our life in Honduras: 

  
POLITICS:   Things are back to normal.  January 28 
was the inauguration of  Honduras' new president 
(Porfirio Lobo).  The de-facto president, Micheletti, who 
was in power after the coup, stepped down.  The 
deposed president, Zelaya,  left the country to live in 
exile in Dominican Republic.  He had spent the last few 
months  in the Brazilian embassy in Tegucigalpa, 
avoiding the arrest warrants and making the occasional 
impassioned declaration.   
  
HOLIDAYS:  Christmas and New Years came quickly 
and left just as fast.  Thanks to all who sent us cards, 
gifts and suitcases full of cash.  (ok there weren't really 
any suitcases of cash).  Amy's parents were here to 
celebrate with us.  
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 WORK:  MCC's budget year starts March 1.  We are 
immersed in budget reports, annual planning and all 
that good stuff.   In the middle of all the paperwork 
we're amazed at some of the work that MCC has been 
doing in Honduras, and glad that we can play a small 
part in it:   training families to keep chickens and rabbits 
thus increasing their nutritional needs,  a local partner 
shipped to El Salvador a couple truck loads of MCC 
canned meat to help people affected by flooding, 
 another partner trained farmers in the east to use worm-
composting to improve their organic vegetable gardens, 
yet another partner continued it's dangerous work 
advocating labour rights for people working with 
cleaning services and security guard firms.  There are 
many stories which give life to the desk work during 
this season. 

  
SCHOOL:  Report cards were handed out to parents in 
person this week.  Glad to report that both girls are 
doing well in school.  Spanish continues to improve ever 
so slowly.  Beatriz is gearing up for her grade 6 finals. 
 The end of grade 6 marks a milestone for all Honduran 
students.   Along with passing the academic 
requirements, everyone has to memorize the national 
anthem, all seven verses, and recite them in person to 
the principal.   Yikes! 
  
LOOKING AHEAD: Andres's parents are coming next 
week for 10 days.   Are they becoming true snow birds?! 
 In June and July we have two large conferences to host, 
so it's lots of logistics, and delegation work ahead for us. 
  
PHOTOS:   There are new photos in our flickr 
account www.flickr.com/photos/zorrilla4/ 
  
TRIVIA:   Did you know that the five stars on the 
Honduras flag represent the five members of the short 
lived United Provinces of Central America.  Guatemala, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica united 
after they declared independence from Spain in 1821.   
Alas, the internal conflicts and acrimony could not be 
overcome.  UPCA had dissolved by 1840.   
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Lancaster Mennonite School and Hesston College 
present Common Threads: Songs and Stories of 
Suffering and Hope Lancaster Mennonite School Fine 
Arts Center, 2176 Lincoln Hwy E, 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 9 .   Common Threads is an exploration of the 
way Anabaptist religious persecution and African-
American racial sufferings have intersected. Both groups 
suffered at the hands of legitimate governments and 
both found hope in the midst of pain and humiliation. 
Hesston faculty members Tony Brown (professional 
baritone and artist in residence) and John Sharp 
(storyteller and author) will give voice to Anabaptist 
martyrs and African-American slaves by singing their 

hymns and telling their stories. A free-will offering will be 
taken. 

A global, ecumenical movement of 
INFORMED PRAYER 

and 
PRAYERFUL ACTION 

 

World Day of Prayer 2010: Cameroon  
Let Everything That Has Breath Praise God 

Friday, March  5 

You are welcome to come to the AMC Sanctuary to pray and 
meditate.  The main church doors will be open from 8AM-
Noon. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Garden Luncheon Announcement 

 
Bridge of Hope Lancaster & Chester Counties’ Garden 

Luncheon will feature Australian born Denise Cowie, 

speaking on “Extraordinary Gardeners: The Art of 

Cultivating People and Plants.” Denise is the former 

columnist of “My Backyard” for the Philadelphia Inquirer 
and recent coordinator of the Greater Philadelphia 

Gardens.  The luncheon and silent auction will be held 

Saturday, April 17, 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at The Eden 

Resort, Lancaster. For reservations, call 717.394.7406 x. 

106 or visit www.bridgeofhopelcc.org. 
 
Three women need cars 
Three women in Bridge of Hope’s program are suddenly 
in need of donated reliable vehicles. This transportation 
will enable these women to get further training towards 
full-time employment. It’s best if the car is in good 
running condition and has a current inspection. All 
donors receive a receipt for tax-purposes. To donate a 
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car, call 717-394-7707. This is a gift that goes for miles 
and miles!  
 
WORDPLAY: “Polish” is the only word in the English 
language that, when capitalized, is changed from a 
noun or a verb to a nationality. 
 

The Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness invites you to 

an evening with Jonathan Kuttab, distinguished human 

rights lawyer and Palestinian Christian, on Thursday, 

March 4 at 7 p.m. at the Lancaster Church of the 

Brethren, 1601 Sunset Avenue, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

 Admission is free; a free-will offering will be received.  

Come and bring your friends! 

 

Jonathan Kuttab is a leading human rights lawyer in 

Israel and Palestine. Born in West Jerusalem, he 

graduated from Messiah College and the University of 

Virginia Law School. After practicing with a Wall Street 

law firm for several years, he returned to his homeland 

and co-founded the Palestinian Center for the Study of 

Nonviolence, Al-Haq (lawyers and others who assist 

with human rights issues), and the Mandela Institute for 

Political Prisoners. He also co-founded the Palestinian 

Center for the Study of Non- Violence and the Human 

Rights Information and Documentation Systems 

(HURIDOCS). He is licensed to practice law in Palestine, 

Israel, and New York.  Jonathan Kuttab serves as 

Chairman of the Board of Bethlehem Bible College and 

of the Holy Land Trust. He has written extensively on 

international human rights and humanitarian law in the 

Occupied Territories, including West Bank and the Rule of 
Law and Civilian Administration in the Occupied West 
Bank: Analysis of Military Order No. 947. He has taught 

law at Palestinian universities and has lectured 

extensively throughout the United States and Palestine. 

He has received substantive recognition for his work, 

including in 1986 the “Rothko Chapel Award for 

Commitment to Truth and Freedom.” 

Upcoming in LIPW 

Thursday, April 8, 7:30PM; Star Auditorium, Stager 

Hall, F & M, Trita Parsi: Between War and Democracy – 
Iran, Israel and the U.S.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FRIENDS OF SHIRATI 
On March 13, 2010, Friends of Shirati is hosting its 21st 

fundraiser banquet at the Gathering Place in Mt. Joy, PA.  
The program consists of a meal at 6PM, then a short 
business report of our accomplishments for 2009 and 
then some picture presentations and Swahili singing. 

For more information visit www.friendsofshirati.org or 
call 717-884-9074. 

 

 
Employment Opportunity 

No Longer Alone Ministries, a Christian based, 
non-profit mental health organization is looking for a 

 
Part-time Administrative Assistant  

 
Hours: Mon thru Thursday, primarily 9:00-3:00pm 

 Send resume to: 
Brenda Long, Executive Director 

No Longer Alone Ministries 
 630 Janet Avenue 

Lancaster, PA  17601 
blong@nlam.org or fax (717) 390-4894 

 
 

Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders 

 
Everyone has to deal with conflict. Conflict is normal and inevitable. 
Leaders in all walks of life have a responsibility to help others work 
through their conflicts. The Mediation Skills Training Institute 
presented by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center (LMPC) is 
designed to equip church leaders with the skills necessary to deal 
effectively with interpersonal, congregational, and other forms of 
group conflict. The five-day institute also includes a component on 
congregational intervention and consultation, placed within the 
context of family systems theory. Although focused primarily on the 
church setting, the skills learned are directly transferable to other 
settings. Thus managers in business, attorneys, experienced 
mediators and others in leadership will be enriched by the training as 
well. March 15 - 19, 2010: Oxford Circle MC, Philadelphia, PA.  
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, (630) 627-0507, 
http://www.LMPeaceCenter.org 
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The heART of Friendship  

ART Auction 

 
Come join us on Friday, March 26 at East Petersburg 
Mennonite Church.  Silent auction & reception begins at 
6:00-7:30PM with the live auction at 7:30PM.  Tickets $10 
in advance, $15 at the event.  More information is 
available by calling 717 -656-2466 ext. 165. 

 
HEIFER INTERENATIONAL 

FUND Raising Dinners 
You are invited to participate by sponsoring a table at 
the spring dinners held on: April 12 at Hempfield 
Church of the Brethren, 6PM; April 13 at Brethren 
Village, Wolfe Auditorium, 12 noon; or April 13 at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Leola, 6PM.  Cost of the table for eight 
is $140.00 or individual tickets at $18 are available only 
at Brethren Village.  Please make checks payable to 
Heifer International and mail the checks to: Mark and 
Hazel Nestleroth, 1741 Airy Hill Road, Manheim, PA 
17545. 
 

Warm greetings from very hot and humid Chennai, 

India! 

  

I would like to thank you, the church administrator, 

Treasurer and Congregational Chair for the gift of US $ 

5075.00 to support a pastor for Shambhuganj Baptist 

Church in Bangladesh. We appreciate the 

additional amount of $275.00 beyond the original 

budget, which we can use for training of the pastor on 

community development and /or add this towards 

purchase of a motor cycle for his transportation. 

  

The pastor was hired from January this year and he has 

moved to the village with his family to take up his 

responsibility. He is living in a small rented place with 

his family. The initial report I received from the church 

members and others is very encouraging. Within a 

month, he has settled well in this village set up.  

  

Mary Ann visited this church during the last weekend to 

see for her-self how things are moving and gave me a 

very positive report. She said that the pastor and his 

wife invited her for lunch where she had an opportunity 

to talk personally about their commitment. She reported 

that she attended the women's weekly meeting at the 

invitation of the pastor’s wife and was happy to 

see changes happening at all levels. Special prayer 

meetings on week days, Sunday school and women's 

meetings taking place regularly. The pastor has been 

able to motivate people to come to worship service. The 

attendance on Sundays have gone up as well (Mary Ann 

attended Sunday worship on 14th). Mary Ann also 

reported that the pastor's wife is very committed and a 

strong leader as well. 

  

God knows His plan and we also know that God has a 

great plan for Shambhuganj church. I was surprised to 

know that one of the former church members, 

who embraced Islam several years ago, was hit by a bus 

when he went to the local market to buy grocery and 

died on the spot, just two days before Mary Ann visited 

the village. He was buried in the Muslim tradition. Sad 

but true. He was my father's cousin brother. I think God 

is saying something to others in the village. 

  

I am planning to visit the church at the end of March 

when I go to Bangladesh on an official visit and spend 

some time with the people to make sure things go well. I 

will also discuss with MCC leadership and perhaps 

some other NGO's about the possibility of some training 

for the pastor on community organization and 

community development. 

  

On a personal note, I would like let you know that I will 

return to the U.S in the first week of June for my home 

assignment as I will be completing two years on this job. 

After the home assignment and some vacation time, I 

will be relocating to Kuala Lumpur, Malayasia from 

middle of August. Therefore, I am in the process of 

packing up from Chennai before I leave for my next trip 

at the end of March for two months to the region. I will 

terminate the lease agreement of my house and dispose 

off all the furniture and equipment by the end of March 

as I will be back to India only for ten days before I leave 

for home assignment in June. I will stay in hotel or guest 

house for those 10 days. 

  

I hope everything is going well with you and your 

family. I look forward to seeing you again in summer!  

Thank you again for your prayers and support, most 

importantly for your friendship. 

  

God bless you and your Ministry. 

  

With very best regards, 
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Richard Sarker 

 
CHATTER, CHOW, AND CHEERFUL 

SERVICE! 
  
Laughter, soup, packing tape, new friends, plastic 
razor holders, used clothing, nail clippers, colore d 
pencils, quilt squares—What do all these have in 
common? 
 
Come and find out at our annual Chatter, Chow, and 
Cheerful Service!  On Saturday morning, April 24 
from 9:00 to 12:30, women from Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference and Atlantic Coast Conference will have a 
time of hands-on service and learning at the MCC 
Material Resources Center, 517 Trout Run Road in 
Ephrata. 
    
The morning will begin at 9:00 with a short welcome and 
continue with a time of working together on MCC 
projects that will benefit those in need around the world.  
Lunch and continued fellowship will take place between 
11:30 and 12:30.  If convenient, bring along a pint of 
soup to “add to the pot”—either vegetable beef or 
chicken corn soup.  The food committee will supply the 
rest of the meal, a vegetarian soup option, beverages, 
and paper supplies.  You are encouraged to help save 
our world's resources by going "green" and bringing your 
own mug, bowl, and eating utensils.  
 
No registration is necessary. "Sisters" aged 10 to 100 
are invited, so bring along your mother, daughter, 
granddaughter, or a friend for an enjoyable morning of 
chatter, chow and cheerful service!  
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Professors Dwight Thomas and Randall Zwally 
from the Department of Music will present a 
Workshop for the Christian Guitarist (and Worship 
Leaders Who Want to Understand Them) at 
Messiah College on Saturday, March 13 in 
Climenhaga Fine Arts Center from 9:00 - 4:00. 
  
Guitarists of all playing levels are welcome. The 
price is $20 for students and $30 for the general 
public. 
  
Full information (including on-line registration) is 
available at: www.messiah.edu/guitar or call the 
Music Department Office at ext. 3310. 
 

 

New Email/Home Address: 

Jean Miller: Jcarpermil@gmail.com 

Dale & Dot Hershey new home address: 1016 

Cambridge Drive, Manheim, PA 17545 

eeee LOOKING AHEAD eeee 

March 1 Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s, 7PM 

March 4 Men’s breakfast, Udder Choice @7AM 

March 4      Community Meal 

March 5  World Day of Prayer in AMC Sanctuary, 8AM-

12noon 

March 6      Stewardship University @ LMS 

March 7      Adult Choir rehearsal, 8AM 

March 9 Congregational Life Committee meeting @ 6:45PM 

March 9 Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM 

March 11    Bluffton University Shining Through Ministry Team 

@ 7PM 

March 14   Sunday Soup 

March 15   Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s 7PM 

March 18   Share-A-Life & Venture Club – MRC Service Project              

@ 6:30-8PM 

March 21   Men’s Choir rehearsal, 8AM 

March 21   Tone Chime rehearsal, 8AM 

March 26   Venture Club Gym Night at Hallers’ @ 6:30-8PM 

March 27   Dinner with Friends 

March 28   Adult Choir rehearsal, 8AM 

March 29   Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM 

April 1       Maundy Thursday meal 

April 4       Easter Breakfast @ 7:45-8:45AM 

AMC Newsletter is printed monthly & distribution the 

last Sunday of the month. Give submissions to church 

office by the previous Monday. 

Editor: Janet Weber 
� � � � � � 

Jim S. Amstutz, Pastor 

Church office 717-859-1488: amc@akronmench.org 

www.akronmench.org 
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